KRISHNA KUMARI

Certainly, it is our custom; the betrothal is to the
kingdom, not to the person of the ruler. All these
marriages are affairs of state, arranged by the ruler after
consultation with his ministers.

TOD : How is it that the Rana of Mewar did not under-
stand this? Has no one ever told him of his own customs?

SINDHIA (rather helplessly}: Why ... he under-
stood, of course. How could he help but understand?

AMBAJI (coming to his rescue}: You see, his chief
minister, Sarup Singh, was bribed by the Maharaja of
Jaipur.

MERCER: Bribed? Are you sure?

AMBAJI (an old man obviously hurt that his word should
be questioned}: This Sarup Singh, your Excellency, is not
a true Rajput. He has wandered into all sorts of places,
and has lost all his religion. (Shaking his head sadly, and
stroking his white beard.} He is a very bad man. He served
in the Mahratta armies for five years, so we know what
we are saying. He is a man without any principle whatever*
{The company look very sad, and shake their heads,
Why, Ajit Singh here was Rana Bhim Singh's trusted
friend till Sarup Singh's jealousy made him leave Mewar
and take service with Raja Man Singh. It was all because
they belonged to different clans. (8) You do not know these
Rajputs of Mewar, and how they have quarrelled. Ajit
Singh was too honest to work with Sarup Singh.

MERCER (to SINDHIA): Well, go on, Maharaja.

SINDHIA: The Maharaja of Jaipur bribed Sarup Singh,
and made proposals for Rana Bhim Singh's daughter.

TOD (with particular truculence}: So the Maharaja of
Jaipur also did not know his own customs!
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